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Status of sugar apple and annona hybrids production in
Pakchong district, Nakhon ratchasima province
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ABSTRACT: Primary data were collected by interviewing 80 farmers in Pakchong District, Nakhon Ratchasima
Province (during January to September 2006) in order to describe the status of sugar apple and Annona hybrid
production. It was found that most of the farmers were male 41-50 years old, married and had primary education.
Their major occupation was orchard growing with 11-15 years of experience. Only one or two family members
could work in the orchard. The labors were family member and employee. The average of growing area was 23 rai.
The land characteristics was plateau and plain with sandy loam soil and tropical climate weather. The fruit trees were
grown by seedling and grafting respectively. Soil preparation was done two time to break up the soil before planting.
Most farmers used chemical and organic fertilizers. Pesticide were applied to control pest were applied. Weed
were controlled by herbicide and mechanical method. In addition, plant growth regulators for fruit setting and
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flowering. The yields of sugar apple were 850 kg./rai/yr and average price was 13.5 baht/kg. However, yields of
Annona hybrid were 1,000 kg./rai/yr and average price was 50 baht/kg.
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Table 1 Demographic data of Sugar apple and Annona hybrid farmers.
Demographic data Number of farmers Percentage
Sex Male 75 93.75
Female 5 6.25
Status Single 2 2.50
Non-single 78 97.50
Age 20-30 years 7 8.76
31-40 years 25 31.25
41-50 years 40 50.00
51-60 years 6.25
> 60 years 3 3.7
Education < Primary education 2.50
Primary education 35 43.75
Secondary education 29 36.25
Diploma 13 16.25
Bachelor’s degree 1 1.25
Experience 1-6 years 15 18.75
6-10 years 20 50.00
11-15 years 35 43.75
1620 years 5 6.25
21-25 years 3 3.75
> 25 years 2.50
Occupation Major 71 88.75
Minor 9 11.25
Member of family 1-2 persons 41 51.25
3-4 persons 35 43.75
5-6 persons 4 5.00
Labor source Family member 20 50.00
Employee 2 2.50
Family member and Employee 58 72.50
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Table 2 Land use and environmental conditions of Sugar apple and Annona hybrid.
Land and Environment Number of farmers Percentage
(n=80)
Land size 1-10 rai 12 15.00
11-20 rai " 13.75
21-30 rai 37 46.25
> 30 rai 20 25.00
Soil type Sand 5 6.25
Loam 21 26.25
Sandy loam 22 27.50
Clay 6 7.50
Loamy clay 20 25.00
Others 6 7.50
Land type Plain 20 25.00
Water resource Natural water 57 71.25
Man made 23 28.75
Climate type Tropical 75 93.75
Semi-tropical 5 6.25
Plateau 45 56.25
Others 15 18.75
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