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Japanese honey suckle (Lonicera japonica Thunb) orchard
management in Fang Watershed, Chiang Mai Province
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ABSTRACT: This study was conducted to investigate and introduce Japanese honey suckle orchard management.
A set of questionnaires, in-depth interviews and observations were used for data collection. Informants in this study
consisted of 15 big-scale farmers and 51 small-scale farmers in Fang, Mae Aye, and Chaiprakarn district, Chiang
Mai province. This study covered four aspects: 1) irrigation management system; 2) nutrient supply; 3) insect disease
management; and 4) harvesting. The results revealed that both groups of farmers irrigated orange tree using drip
sprinkler and used 15-15-15 or 16-16-16 fertilizer formula with the rate of 1-1.5 kg. per tree per month. However,
large scale farmers used overhead sprinkler and preferred to use 13-13-20 fertilizer formula prior to the harvesting
period. Moreover, both groups of farmers preferred to use insecticide to prevent and eliminate diseases by spraying
once a week on average. It was found that the small-scale farmers used household workforce for harvesting the yields
whereas the big-scale farmers used household workforce and hired labors. Both group of farmers had problems in
lack of workforce and increase in wage during the harvest season.

Keywords: fang watershed farmers, japanese honey suckle orchard management
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Table 1 Farmers’ irrigation management system for Japanese honey suckle

Irrigation system

Small-scale Farmers
(n=51)

Big-scale Farmers
(n=15)

Watering by rubber hose using
Water spraying at the base of tree
Water spraying in the air

17.65 -
82.35

73.33
- 26.67
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Figure 1 Integrated orange orchard management
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