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Para rubber production in NakhonPhanom province,
Thailandand Khammouaneprovince, Lao PDR. :Comparison of
productionbehaviorby smallholder
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ABSTRACT: Currently, there are great interests in rubber tree planting by farmer in the Northeastern Thailand and
the neighboring countries, due to its high return. As a result, there is a question of what are the differences of the
rubber production behavioral aspect between the smallholder in the Northeast Thailand and the neighboring countries.
NakhonPhanom province, Thailand and Khammouane province, Lao PDR were chosen as study site. Secondary data,
individual and group interviews, and field surveys were used as data collection in during 2010. It was illustrated that
both locals had both similar and different production behavior by smallholder. Agronomic practices in term of weeding,
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fertilizing application, tappingsystem, and processing of rubber latex are similar. However, the differences were noted
in extension by government program, farmer group association, land and holding preparation, and labor management.
Rubber production behavioral aspects by smallholder in NakhonPhanom province were better than Khammouane
province in term of extension by government programand farmer group association. It can be suggested that rubber
production in the particular area of Khammouane province should be having extension responsible sector and corpo-
ration form farmer should be taken into account. In NakhonPhanom province rather than improving productivity or
solving farmer problem strengthening learning of farmer is the key to improve quality of life and quality of rubber.
Keywords: Para rubberplantation, rubber tree extension, rubber plantation aid, rubber marketing, natural rubber
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Table 1 The comparison of Para rubber production behavior by smallholder in NakhonPhanom province,

Thailand and Khammouaneprovince, Lao PDR.

NakhonPhanom province, Thailand

Khammouaneprovince, Lao PDR.

9)
10)

11)

Extension by
government

Farmer group/
institution

Preparation of
planting area

Variety

Preparation of
hole and its
spacing

weeding

Fertilizing

Tapping system

Labor

Rubber latex
processing

Market

® Has the particular extension agency.

® Has farmer association for collecting
rubber product and sale together.

® Follow out academic principle
recommended by extension
agency.

® RRIM 600 is most used.

® Prepare a planting hole which
has been extended by academic
institute. In most cases, a spacing
of 2.5*7 or3*6 m.

® There has fire barrier boundary
around farm and apply weed
control with herbicides.

® Apply using chemical fertilizer.

® Normally, farmers tapping rubber
trees for 2d/3 (tapping 2 days and
fallow period 1 day), but in the winter
season some of farmers tapping
rubber for 3d/4.

® Mostly household labor.

® Cup lump shape processing.

® Has farmer association for collecting
rubber product and sale together.

Has not the particular extension agency.

Has not farmer association for collecting
rubber product and sale together.
Generally, farmers prepare the rubber
plantation area as simple. However,
some of farmers who have been
allocated land from government
preparing the rubber plantation area
by following academic principle.
Farmers do not know the name of
varieties.

Simple preparation by digging with
shovels or spades by once time. In most
cases, a spacing of 3*6 m. However,
for farmers who have been allocated
land from government preparing the
plantation area by following academic
principle.

Same method as NakhonPhanom
province.

Apply using chemical fertilizer as same
as in NakhonPhanom province, but the
price of fertilizers relatively higher.

Using the same method as
NakhonPhanom province.

Mostly employing.
Using the same method as
NakhonPhanom province.

Sale rubber at the farm.

Remark: Para rubber production behavior by smallholder at 2010.
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