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Planting Situation and Marketing of Aromatic Coconut in
Surat Thani Province
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ABSTRACT: Aromatic coconut is a suitable alternative crop to be promoted for planting either
as substitute or together with economic crops in Surat Thani. This study aimed to survey aromatic
coconut planting situation and marketing channels of its products. Data were gathered by in-depth
interview method during July 2016-Mar 2017 from 30 orchardists, or 40 plantations; and accounted
for 73 rai, or 9.1% of total aromatic coconut planting area of the province. Results revealed that most
of interviewees had age more than 50 years and occupied in aromatic coconut planting less than 10
years. As minor work, they grew aromatic coconut in very small area, average 4.8 rai/family. The
crops were bedded in floodplain area and did not report for cultivar. Manure or chemical fertilizer
were applied 1-2 time/year. The popular formula of fertilizer composed was 15-15-15 for no yield
coconut, 0.2 kg/tree/year; and 16-16-16, 0.7-1 kg/tree/year for yield coconut. No watering was
applied. Young aromatic coconuts were harvested every 20 days. The trees produced highest nuts per
tree in July-Aug. Prospective customers divided into 3 groups: ultimate customer, entrepreneur, and
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middleman. Price was quoted by middleman and almost the same for all season. In contrast, retail
price was 3-5 times higher than that of the middleman one, especially for entrepreneur in Samui and

Pha-nagn Islands.

Keywords: Aromatic Coconut, Surat Thani, Alternative Crop, Marketing Channel
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Table 1 Yield and price of fresh coconut classified by fruiting seasons

Yield/Month No. of Fruit/Tree/Harvesting Time (Fruit) Price/Fruit (Highest/Lowest) (THB)
Minimum Maximum Wholesale Price Retail Price
High yield (Jul-Aug) 10 30 5-12 15-20
Moderate yield (Sep-Jan) 7 20 6-12 15-20
Low yield (Feb-Jun) 3 10 6-12 20
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