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ABSTRACT: From initial exploration in the northeast Thailand, it was noted that number of the
roadside stalls carry mainly agricultural products has been recently increasing on the side of the
national highway. This observation raised interesting questions. In this region; How the roadside stall
business clusters being spread out? How the business being run? And how it helps in distribution
of local agricultural products? This study aims to explore location of roadside stall clusters and to
understand products and sources of products selling by roadside stall in this region. Three to five
Key Informants(KIs) of each cluster were selected for semi structure interview, a total number of
KIs interviewed were 148 persons. The survey was conducted along Mittraphap highway and almost
all of the main roads within the region. The study reveals that there are 47 clusters with a total of
approximately 1,100 stalls along the surveyed routes, 57.5 % of the roadside stall clusters operate for
the whole year, 76.6% of agricultural products of are fresh products. Stall clusters in the mountainous
zone carry a greater variety of products than those in the lowland zone significantly (P<0.05). Even
the products are not always produced in roadside stall communities but 93.6% are produced within
the northeast Thailand. Most of the production sites are contextually specific and reflect the products
sold in the clusters such as agro-ecosystem, crop production extension area, and farmers’ knowledge
and skills. Therefore, roadside stalls can help the distribution of the local agricultural products to wider
areas in the region. This study demonstrates roadside stalls is also an important part of the community
economy based on community production.

Keywords: agricultural product, source of product, roadside stall
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Figure 1 Selected routes for roadside stall survey.
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Figure 2 Location of roadside stall clusters and list of main products carried in stalls in
Northeast Thailand (survey in September 2014- January 2015).
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Table 1 Variety of products per roadside stall cluster in mountainous and low land zones

Type of zone No. of Mean of S.D. T Sig
stall product per
cluster stall cluster
Mountainous zone 10 7.8 5.9 2.70* 0.02
Low land zone 37 2.5 2.8

*Significant value P < 0.05
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Table 2 List of products and sources of products selling by the roadside stalls in Northeast Thailand

Stall Main product

number

Source of product by province

Boiled sticky corn

Khon Kaen, Chaiyaphum

Jujubes

Isaan sausages
Non-timber forest products
Tamarinds

Pineapples

Oranges and jujubes
Oranges and jujubes
Souvenirs

Non-timber forest products
Bananas

Watermelons

Sticky rice roasted in bamboo tubes
Watermelons

Yam beans

Yam beans

Napier grasses

Fruits

Coconuts

Fruits

$3I3FEdNldCa NI s ®N S

N
o

Khon Kaen

Chaiyaphum

Loei, Nong Bua Lam Phu

Loei, Petchabun

Loei

Loei

Loei

Loei

Loei

Nong Bua Lam Phu

Kalasin, Nakhon Ratchasima, Sakon Nakhon

Local market, Loei, Nong Bua Lam Phu

Sakon Nakhon, Kalasin

Maha Sarakham

Maha Sarakham

Kalasin

Sakon Nakhon, Kalasin, Roi Et, Fruit market center
Nakhon Pathom, Samut Sakhon

Sakon Nakhon, Kalasin, Roi Et, Fruit market center
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Table 2 List of products and sources of products selling by the roadside stalls in Northeast Thailand (cont.)
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Stall Main product Source of product by province
number
21 Non-timber forest products Sakon Nakhon, Roi Et
22 Cantaloupes Sakon Nakhon
23 Pineapples Nong Khai
24 Coconuts Nakhon Pathom, Samut Sakhon
25 Bananas Nong Khai, Pathum Thani
26 Pineapples Nong Khai
27 Fruits Nakhon Pathom
28 Shallots and garlics Nakhon Pathom, Sa Kaeo
29 Coconuts Nakhon Pathom, Samut Sakhon
30 Watermelons and pumpkins ~ Yasothon, Amnat Charoen, Sakon Nakhon, Kalasin
31 Watermelons and pumpkins  Yasothon, Amnat Charoen, Sakon Nakhon, Kalasin
32 Watermelons and pumpkins  Yasothon, Amnat Charoen, Sakon Nakhon, Kalasin
33 Boiled sweet potatoes Roi Et
34 Sticky rice roasted in bamboo tubes Maha Sarakham
35 Yam beans Maha Sarakham
36 Isaan sausages Khon Kaen
37 Watermelons Kalasin, Nakhon Ratchasima, Sakon Nakhon
38 Cantaloupes Nakhon Ratchasima
39 Guavas Buri Ram
40 Shallots and garlics Si Sa Ket
41 Wild and local products Ubon Ratchathani, Si Sa Ket, Sa Kaeo
42 Watermelons and pumpkins  Ubon Ratchathani
43 Shallots and garlics Si Sa Ket, Sakon Nakhon
44 Watermelons Si Sa Ket
45 Watermelons Si Sa Ket
46 Sticky rice roasted in bamboo tubes Buri Ram
47 Jujubes and local products Nakhon Ratchasima
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