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ABSTRACT: This study focused on the formulation and execution of strategies for small-scale
farming communities for sustainable agricultural development and their results. The participatory
action research was conducted from August 2012 to July 2017. Two target communities,
namely, Ban Pha Kub and Ban Phak Hueak in Bo Kluea District, Nan Province, were selected
by using voluntary sampling technique. Findings revealed that community members identified
five interrelated strategies for sustainable agricultural development. They were: 1) using and
managing land and water resources systematically for agricultural production; 2) securing
agricultural career and income; 3) creating food and nutrition safety and security; 4) enhancing
marketing capacity for agricultural products; and 5) strengthening competencies of agricultural
households and community organizations. These strategies were implemented by target
communities and 24 partners from government and private sectors, local administrative offices,
non-governmental organizations, and educational institutions who signed the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) on 7 March 2013 for a two-year strategies execution. Findings revealed
that strategies were frequently and independently conducted by participating agencies based
upon their expertise, interests, budget and time availability. Work collaboration occurred in some
occasion but enabled desired changes in these communities on a self-reliance basis and the
Sufficiency Economy Philosophy. After the MOU was terminated, both communities continued
to mobilize their strategies on self-reliance basis. As such, they discovered their own capability
in making desired changes with less dependence on others. Researchers, then, suggested
these small-scale farming communities to further apply intensively the Sufficiency Economy
Philosophy as concepts and practices to become true self-reliance communities at various levels
for sustainable development.

Keywords: small-scale farming community, community strategies, sustainable agricultural
development, Nan Province, sufficiency economy philosophy
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Table 1 Tools and methods used in the participatory exploratory survey and community strategy
formulation of the target communities

Step Objectives Ban Pha Kub | Ban Phak Hueak Tools Methods
Survey period Survey period
1. Understand target villages or communities through participatory approach and methods

strategies

1.1 Understand 31/08/2012 13/11/2012 e Review of secondary Group meeting
the villages or data Key informant
communities in e Historical profile or interview (KII)
general Time line Focus group

e Village and resource discussion
map (FGD)
e Village Transect Direct

1.2 | Understand 01/09/2012 14/11/2012 e Mobility map observation
various e |nstitutional (Venn) Community
dimensions of diagram workshop
the villages/ e Daily routine diagram
communities and e Livelihood analysis
households diagram

e Wealth ranking

1.3 Understand 02/09/2012 15/11/2012 e Seasonal calendar
the agricultural e Crop and Domestic
production in animal calendar
the villages/
communities

1.4 Understand the 03/09/2012 16/11/2012 e Problem identification
village/community using Problem tree or
problems and Cause-effect diagram
alternative e Problem prioritization
solutions e Solutions matrix

1.5 | Validation of 22- 25 Community
obtained data 23/10/2012 -26/11/2012 workshop

2. Understand factors affecting the agricultural production in the target villages/communiti

2.1 Understand the 11-12/12/2012 13-14/12/2012 o SWOT Analysis FGD
village/community Community
environments workshop

3. Community strategies for sustainable agricultural development

3.1 Formulate 25/01/2013 26/01/2013 e TOWS Matrix FGD
community Community
strategies workshop

3.2 | Validation 22/02/2013 23/02/2013 Community
of drafted workshop
community
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