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Nitrate and Nitrite Contents in Chinese Leafy Cabbage,
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Abstract

The study of nitrates and nitrites in Chinese Leafy Cabbage (CLC), Chinese Water Convolvulus
(CWC), Chinese Kale (stem type; CKS) and Chinese Kale (leafy type; CKL) treated chemical fertilizer
as recommended dose and non-treated fertilizer were conducted between May - September, 2006.
Stems, petioles and leaves of the vegetables were analyzed by using spectrophotometric method.
The results were found that nitrate contents in whole plants were higher than nitrites. Nitrate contents
in vegetables treated fertilizer were significantly more than that in non-treated fertilizer vegetables but
nitrite contents were contrast. Nitrate in CLC was highest as 5,249+638 mg./kg. and was higher than
nitrate in CKL, CKS and CWC as 4,664+695, 4,449+537 and 3,876+560 mg./kg., respectively.
Nitrate difference in CKL and CKS were not significant. Nitrite in CKS was highest as 3.69+1.44 mg./
kg. and higher than CWC, CLC and CKL which were 3.27+1.49, 2.23+0.83 and1.90+0.95 mg./kg.,
respectively.

Nitrates and nitrites in stem and petiole of CLC, CWC, CKS and CKL were significant higher
than that in leaves, but nitrites in leaves of CLC, CKS and CKL were not significant difference in stem

and petiole. Nitrites in CWC stem and petiole were lower than that in leaves and have not significance.

Keywords: Chinese kale, chinese leafy cabbage, chinese water convolvulus, nitrate, nitrite
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cwcC cLC CKS
Vegetables

Mean contents of nitrates (A) and nitrites (B) in chinese water convolvulus (CWC), chinese leafy cabbage

(CLC) and chinese kale (stem type; CKS, leaf type; CKL) treated chemical fertilizer and non-treated fertilizer
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Table 1 Mean contents of nitrates and nitrites in chinese water convolvulus (CWC), chinese leafy

cabbage (CLC) and chinese kale (stem type; CKS, leafy type; CKL) treated chemical

fertilizer and non-treated fertilizer

Nitrate (mg /kg ) Mean = SD

Nitrate (mg /kg ) Mean + SD

Vegetables

Treatment Control Treatment Control
CWC 3.876 £ 560 C 2,758 +315B 327+ 149 A 450+ 1.78 AB
CLC 5,249 + 638 A 3,560 + 730 A 223+0.83B 2.70+0.77 B
CKS 4,449 £ 537 B 2,771 +458 B 369+ 1.44 A 6.15+225A
CKL 4,664 + 695 B 3,461 £434 AB 1.90+0.95B 341+2.00B

Means in the same row followed by the same letter(s) are not significantly different (P>0.05, DMRT).

Table 2 Mean contents of nitrates and nitrites in chinese water convolvulus (CWC), chinese leafy

cabbage (CLC) and chinese kale (stem type; CKS, leafy type; CKL) depending on the usable

part of the plant

Vegetables Part of plant Nitrate (mg/kg) Nitrite (mg/kg)
Stems/Petioles 5277+ 519 0.83 +0.46
CWC
Leaves 1,999 + 614 6.45+1.85
P Tk *%
Stems /Petioles 5,677 +490 1.17 £0.67
CLC
Leaves 2,922 + 1,002 2.42+£299
P wE NS
Stems/Petioles 5,632 £ 513 3214202
CKS Leaves 2,791 + 597 4.35+2.41
P wE NS
Stems/Petioles 5,528 £ 673 1.75 £0.87
CKL Leaves 2,657 £ 833 2.88+2.70
p i NS

** significantly different (P<0.01), NS=not significantly different
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