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ABSTRACT: Labor is the most affecting factor to agricultural production sector. According to the preliminary
data, the agricultural population is likely to decline continuously. There is also a lack of young farmers entering
to the agricultural sector. Therefore, the study of agricultural information exposure of Future Farmer of
Thailand Organization (F.F.T) members in Northeastern region was conducted. The F.F.T members are
considered as youth and may be a new generation of farmers in the future. The total of 362 respondents served
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as sample of this study from May to August 2016. Interview schedule was used to collected data. Data were
analyzed and presented through percentage, means, maximum, minimum, standard deviation, t-test and
multiple linear regression analysis. The result showed that the agricultural information exposure of F.F.T
members in Northeastern region were sometimes exposure (mean 1.09). The main information channel was
teacher/lecturer (mean 1.63) followed by their family (mean 1.32), television (mean 1.29) and internet (mean
1.28). The frequency of information exposure was determined into 3 levels from 0-2. The comparison of
different factor of F.F.T members was indicated that: 1) the different of age was statistically significant
difference in study tour (P < 0.05) 2) the different of agricultural experience were statistically significant
difference on 7 sources including teacher/lecturer, radio, television, printed media, friends (P < 0.05), study
tour and government agricultural extension staff (P <0.01) and 3) the different of agricultural training experience
were statistically significant difference on 6 sources including teachers/lecturers, neighbors, printed media,
study tour and government agricultural extension staff (P < 0.05) and radio (P < 0.01). The comparison of
different factor of F.F.T members’ family was found that: 1) the different of father's occupation were statistically
significant difference on 2 sources including family (P < 0.05) and teacher/lecturer (P < 0.001) 2) the different
of mother's occupation were statistically significant difference on 5 sources including neighbors, community
news broadcasting tower, television (P < 0.05), family (P < 0.01), and teacher/lecturer (P < 0.001) and 3) the
different of parent’s land holding were statistically significant difference on 3 sources including teachers/
lecturer, family and friends (P < 0.05). The influence of personal and family factors on agricultural information
exposure were found that GPA, agricultural experience, membership of agricultural groups and number of
household agricultural labor were influencing the agricultural information exposure of F.E.T members in
Northeastern region statistically significant at P < 0.05 and agricultural training experience was influencing
the agricultural information exposure statistically significant at P<0.01. The result was indicated that intimate
person was an important agricultural information source which was a great influence on the exposure of
information to F.F.T members.

Keywords: agricultural information exposure, communication, information source, agricultural information,
F.F.T members
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Table 1 Agricultural information exposure of F.F.T members in Northeastern region

Information source Mean" s.D? Interpretation

Teacher 1.63 0.51 Always

Family 1.32 0.57 Sometimes
Television 1.29 0.60 Sometimes
Internet 1.28 0.65 Sometimes
Community news broadcasting tower 0.97 0.58 Sometimes
Printed media 0.97 0.60 Sometimes
Study tour 0.96 0.55 Sometimes
Radio 0.94 0.66 Sometimes
Government agricultural extension staff 0.90 0.59 Sometimes
Friend 0.83 0.59 Sometimes
Neighbor 0.79 0.56 Sometimes
Training 0.73 0.66 Sometimes
Private sector/NGOs 0.55 0.62 Never

Total 1.09 0.62 Sometimes

" Average of agricultural information exposure of F.F.T members 0.00-0.66= never, 0.67-1.33 = sometimes and 1.34-2.00 = always

?'S.D. = standard deviation
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Table 2 Factors influencing the Agricultural Information exposure of Youth in Northeastern Region

Age (year)
Information source 17 and below over 17

Mean S.D. Mean S.D. t-value
Study tour 0.91 0.568 1.04 0.5632 2.053*

Agricultural experience of F.F.T members

Yes No
Mean S.D. Mean S.D. t-value
Teacher 1.67 0.50 1.55 0.52 2.129*
Radio 1.00 0.65 0.83 0.68 2.343*
Television 1.32 0.60 1.24 0.60 1.328*
Printed media 1.03 0.64 0.87 0.60 2.364*
Study tour 1.03 0.55 0.84 0.53 3.088**
Agricultural extension officer 0.97 0.57 0.78 0.61 2.987**
Friend 0.88 0.58 0.73 0.61 2.271*

Agricultural training experience of F.F.T members

Yes No
Mean S.D. Mean S.D. t-value
Teacher 1.68 0.50 1.54 0.52 2.500*
Neighbor 0.84 0.56 0.70 0.55 2.266*
Radio 1.04 0.63 0.80 0.70 3.314*
Print media 1.03 0.58 0.88 0.68 2.237*
Study tour 1.01 0.58 0.88 0.88 2.155*
Agricultural extension worker 0.96 0.58 0.81 0.81 2.419*

Father of F.F.T members’ s occupation

Agr. occupation Other occupation
Mean S.D. Mean S.D. t-value
Teacher 1.57 0.53 1.70 0.49 2297
Family 1.41 0.55 1.20 0.57 3.269*
Mother of F.F.T members’ s occupation
Agr. occupation Other occupation
Mean S.D. Mean S.D. t-value
Teacher 1.57 0.52 1.72 0.48 2.676**
Family 1.43 0.54 1.18 0.57 4.073**
Neighbor 0.86 0.56 0.70 0.55 2.653*
Community news broadcasting tower 1.00 0.56 0.94 0.61 0.958*
Television 1.28 0.57 1.30 0.65 0.275*

Parent of F.F.T members’ s land holding

Yes No
Mean S.D. Mean S.D. t-value
Teacher 1.61 0.523 1.80 0.408 2.148*
Family 1.34 0.572 1.04 0.539 2.687*
Friend 0.81 0.597 1.80 0.572 2.186*

*Level of significance at 0.05, ** Level of significance at 0.01 and *** Level of significance at 0.001
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Table 3 Multiple linear regression analysis of factors influencing the agricultural information exposure of

F.F.T members in Northeastern Region

Variables Correlation Coefficient t P-value
Value(b)

Constant 8.327 1.871 .063
Female 4.708 1.330 185
Male 4.390 1.240 216
Age .087 672 .502
Average grade -.808 -2.042 .042*
Farming experience 1.118 2.359 .019*
Training experience 1.381 3.022 .003**
membership of agricultural groups -1.679 -2.405 .017*
Participation in some agricultural activities while -.577 -1.280 .202
studying to earning extra income
Number of family member -.043 -.360 719
Number of household farm labor 374 2.250 .025%
Father’s career .334 .580 .562
Mother’s career -.586 -1.032 .303
Relationship in household 267 .250 .803

R=0.417, R*=0.174, SEest =3.32610, F =3.383, Sig. of F =.000

*Level of significance at 0.05 and ** Level of significance at 0.01
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