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ABSTRACT: Farming careers are one of high vulnerability occupation due to reliance to several factors related. Hence,
many farmer households left farming to other occupations. As a result, rapid decrease in proportions of farmer who
working in farming sector in Thailand were decreased. However, some areas the proportion was increased. Lead to the
question that what goals and coping strategies approach in the persistence in farming career of farmer. By selecting
Si Sa Ket province as a study site, which is one of the six provinces in the Northeast of Thailand where farmers who
work in farming sector proportion has been increasing. This study used rural appraisal technique for selecting study
site representative and using grounded theory study for data collection and analysis of farm households and village
levels. The results showed grounded theory that: (1) the occupations of farm households with farming based careers
and the occupation targets to survival livelihood of households, (2) the income from farming that households receive
were extremely varies affecting to the family member work as farmers coupled with other jobs more or less, (3) the
coping strategy approaches to persistence in the career by farming based for households’ survival according to their
targets found that four approaches included: active coping strategy approaches; farmland improvement and find (buy
or rent) new farmland for farming, and encourage members of the household to another career as a stability income
and also has some family members continue farming, active coping strategy approaches; farming activity improve-
ment under the trend of marketing demand in each season or duration, and farming activity improvement in each
season under the trend of marketing demand. Therefore, to promote security in farming career, stakeholders should
focus on helping farmers meet the targets of their household with is occupation for households’ survival on farming
based careers by assisting farmers in line with the strategic adjustment of farm household conforms.

Keywords: persistence, grounded theory, farming careers, occupation, agriculture, survival livelihood, labor, income
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Table 1 Coping strategy approaches to the persistence in career with farming bases of farm households
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Figure 1 The proposition of grounded theory on goals and coping strategy approaches to the persistence in

career with farming based of farm households
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