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Importance of labor within community for intensive Chinese radish
production
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ABSTRACT: The objective of this study is to investigate the importance of community labor for intensive Chinese
radish production. Data was collected by questionnaire distributed to 36 farmers from a total of 60 farmers’ house-
hold in the community. The results showed that the farmers in Nong-Ngong village, Baan-Had district, Khon Kaen
province have been in the continued practice for more than 30 years using mainly household and community labor.
On average, the household labor was two persons where during the high labor requirement period, the farmers would
exchange and share labor these between households in the community that similar to the past. Nonetheless, exchang-
ing and sharing labors provided some amount of money for labor working. There were not appearing to have been
hired labor from outside the community to plant Chinese radish. Some labors have free time before going to work in
the morning and in the evening after work to plant the Chinese radish. In addition to community labor, the children
of the community are important for labor in the plant Chinese radish. As a result, the farmers in this village plant
Chinese radish continuously and the farmers receive income from agriculture sector throughout the year. The labor
is importance to the intensive Chinese radish production in this community helping not only to increase revenue for
the community but also to keep labor in the community.
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Figure 1 Cross-section map of Nong-ngong Village
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Type area 2011 2012
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Figure 2 Crop calendar of Nong-Ngong Village.
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Figure 3 Household labor calendar of Nong-Ngong Village
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