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Efficiency of Cajuput Wood Vinegar on Melaleuca cajuputi
(Myrtaceae) Wood Protection from Coptotermes gestroi (Wasmann)

(Isoptera: Rhinotermitidae) Infestation
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ABSTRACT: The study on the efficiency of cajuput wood vinegar on the Melaleuca cajuputi
(Myrtaceae) wood protection from Coptotermes gestroi (Wasmann) (Isoptera: Rhinotermitidae)
infestation was carried out by treated 10%, 15% and 30% of cajuput wood vinegar into M. cajuputi
wood under -750 mmHg of vacuum pressure for 30 minutes. These treatments were compared with
M. cajuputi wood treated with 1.2%, 1.4% and 1.6% of boron compounds and control. All treated
wood samples were tested with C. gestroi under the laboratory. Result presented that the average
percentage weight loss of M. cajuputi wood treated with 1.6% and 1.4% of boron compounds were
significantly lower than that of wood sample treated with cajuputi wood vinegar, followed by M.
cajuputi wood treated with 30%, 15% and 10% of cajuput wood vinegar. The average percentage
weight loss of control wood sample was highest.
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Figure 1 Weight loss percent of cajuputi wood sample treated with different concentration of cajuputi
wood vinegar and boron
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Figure 2 Damage scar from C. gestroi infestation found on cajuputi wood sample treated with

different concentration of cajuputi wood vinegar and boron
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