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Sustainability of Smallholder Ruminant Systems
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ABSTRACT: In Thailand, cattle and buffalo have been mostly integrated in crop production systems being
managed by smallholder farmers. These systems totally dominate the large ruminant holdings in the country. This
paper presented the general concept of the integration of ruminants and crops in farming systems on which small
farmers depended for their living and livelihoods. The contributions of ruminants to them in various aspects; such
as socio-economic outputs and cultural needs, were raised. The systems also significantly supported the concept
of sustainable agriculture. However, serious attention and appropriate supports by the government to improve the
integrated ruminant-crop systems are needed for the better quality of small farmers’ living as well as the stability of
being importantly prolonged upstream base of ruminants in the future.

Keywords: Smallholder farmers, Cattle and buffalo, Integrated farming systems
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