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Abstract: This research was aimed at studying the general conditions, production management, cost, and revenues of ten large,
medium, and small-scale beekeepers. The questionnaire was used as a research tool and data was collected from purposive
interviewing conducted with the sample groups. SPSS for Windows was the software used in the statistical analysis. The findings
indicate that the experiences in apiculture of the three groups were different, at the average of 17.5, 15 and 12 years, respectively.
Generally speaking, beekeepers hire one to two employees to work at the apiaries. All of the beekeepers keep bees as a
supplementary occupation and are self-reliant on its costs and expenses. The breed raised by all of the beekeepers is a hybrid of
Carriolannes and yellow Italian. The bees are bred at the apiaries. All beekeepers know both natural nutritious sources and use
artificial feeds at the same time. The tools and equipment necessary for the apiaries were self provided or procured from the Apiary
Center. The bee feed sources during the blooming season include Loei and Lampoon provinces. Transportation is provided by
personal or hired vehicles. All beekeepers use a honey extractor to extract honey. The large, medium, and small-scale beekeepers
produce an average of 11,070, 4,450, and 3,747.50 kilograms per apiary, respectively. The price of honey per kilogram of the three
groups of beekeepers average 71.08, 98.24 and 110.52 baht, respectively. It can be seen that the small-scale beekeepers sell at the
highest price. However, the small-scale beekeepers sell their honey in bottles in retail stores. The overall costs per kilogram of the
three groups were 58.10, 74.50 and 96.38 baht, respectively. The cost spent by the small-scale beekeepers is higher than the medium
and the large-scale beekeepers since the former keeps a lower number of hives and buys bee keeping items from retail stores. The
net profits per kilogram of the large, medium, and small-scale beekeepers are 12.98, 19.74 and 14.13 baht, respectively. The
medium-scale beekeepers receive the highest profit of the three groups because they sell their products in weight per kilogram at the
apiaries and sell the remaining products in bottles. Therefore, beekeepers should study the accurate beekeeping method and
technique that will help reduce the costs.

Key words: honey, beekeepers, Khon Kaen
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Table 1 Comparison of different apiculture items of the different types of beekeepers

449

Items Large-scale Medium-scale Small-scale Average
Productivity per apiary (kilogram per hive) 11,070.00 4,450.00 3,747.50 6,422.50
Average income per beekeeper (baht) 786,900.00 419,375.00 190,375.00 465,550.00
Total cost per beekeeper (baht) 223,450.00 331,522.06 59,348.75 204,773.60
Net profit per beekeeper (baht) 563,450.00 247.479.44 131,026.25 231,574.58
Income per hive (baht) 2,623.00 2,142.12 2,308.84 2,357.99
Cost per hive (baht) 1,144.19 1,027.74 2,187.27 1,453.07
Net profit per hive (baht) 478.96 450.50 318.07 415.84
Price of honey per kilogram (baht) 71.08 94.24 110.52 91.94
Total cost per kilogram (baht) 58.10 74.50 96.39 76.33
Profit per kilogram (baht) 12.98 19.74 14.13 15.61




