UAUINEAT 39 RUVNIAY ; 478-482 (2554). KHON KAEN AGR. J. 39 SUPPLMENT : 478-482 (2011).

mskanluneueMsm AiuanaeInszae suneadssalan dJaniaglune

Banana leaf production for trade at Klongkrajong sub-district,

Sawankhalok district, Sukhothai province
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Abstract: Banana leaf is presently in demand for both domestic and export market. This study aims to assess production and
marketing conditions of banana leaf growers for trade at Klongkrajong Sub-District, Sawankhalok District, Sukhothai Province
using interview and field observation method. The study reveals that planting banana for. leaf is generally founded intercropped
among Marian Plum trees. The Marian Plum trees help protecting banana leaf from broken due to strong wind. There are two

types of growers, one is organic banana leaf producers and the other is general producer who use chemical fertilizer and
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chemical inputs. General growers tended to plant larger banana plots than organic growers. (10 and 50 rai versus 13 and 32 rai).

Production cost of organic banana was 15,900 Baht per rai which give returns at 21,900 Baht per rai compared to 15,300 Baht

and 17,100 Baht per rai of the general growers. The organic farmers received higher returns but they have to prepare banana

leaf with export market specification, 10 — 12 inches width clean and packed in one kilogram per bundle. They sold their

product in group to export agent at 7 Baht per kilogram, farmers handle transportation cost. On the other hand, general growers

could sell banana leaf at the minimum size of 8 inches and can be mixed grade and packed in 2.5 kilogram per bundle at 4 Baht

per kilogram. Local traders help handle transportation costs. Despite higher returns of organic products, most banana leaf

growers tend to remain general ones which require less time to take care of the plants and still have wide domestic market

opportunities. However, It is recommended that general growers should be encouraged to produce organic banana leaf which

give higher returns per rai despite difficulties in crop caring in order to upgrade domestic banana leaf products and it is for the

benefit of domestic banana leaf users.
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Table 1 Market specification of banana leaf
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Item Organic Non-organic
Packaging
Size (inches) 10-12 8 or more
Number of leaf in one(kg) 2 3-4
Weight per bundle(kg) 1 2.5
Number of bundle in one package 5 2
Table 2 Cost and return of organic and non-organic
Item Organic Non-organic
Cost (Baht/rai) 15,900 15,300
Yield (Kg/rai) 5,400 8,100
Cost (Baht/kg) 2.94 1.89
Net price (Baht/kg) 7 4
Income (Baht/rai) 37,800 32,400
Net income (Baht/rai) 21,900 17,100
Table 3 Marketing of Organic and Non-Organic
Item Organic Non-Organic
Price (Baht/kg) 9 4
Transportation (Baht/kg) 2 -
Farm sale price (Baht/kg) 7 4




