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ABSTRACT: The objectives of this research were 1) to study the social-economic background of the
members of Farmers Group in Large Agricultural Land Plot Extension System in Ban Nonkrasung, 2)
to study the rice production conditions of the members of Farmers Group in Large Agricultural Land
Plot Extension System in Ban Nonkrasung, 3) rice production promoting conditions of the members
of Farmers Group in Large Agricultural Land Plot Extension System in Ban Nonkrasung, 4) to study
opinions towards the operation of Farmers Group in Large Agricultural Land Plot Extension System
in Ban Nonkrasung, 5) to study opinions towards the strength of Farmers Group in Large Agricultural
Land Plot Extension System in Ban Nonkrasung, and 6) to study the problems and suggestions for
operating the Large Agricultural Land Plot Extension System. The population of this research consisted
of 151 members (in the production year 2017/2018) of Farmers Group in Large Agricultural Land Plot
Extension System in Ban Nonkrasung, Krabuangyai Sub-District, Phimai District, Nakhon Ratchasima
Province. The sample size was determined based on Yamane’s formula with an allowable error of
0.05 to be 110. Simple random sampling was used to select the sample. An interview was used as an
instrument to collect data. Data were then analyzed by frequency, percentage, minimum, maximum,
mean, and standard deviation. The results of this study showed that 1) 65.5% of the farmers were
female, and the average age was 51.60 years, 51.82% ofgraduated with a primary education level.
The average number of household members was 4.58. The average number of agricultural workers
was 2.57. 92.7% of them were the member of Farmers Group/Farmer Occupation Group. 90.0% of
them worked in agricultural occupation as the main occupation. 72.7% of them were employed in
agricultural work as the minor occupation. 2) 65.5% of the farmers owned their agricultural land. The
average agricultural land plot ownership area was 28.67 rai. The average agricultural land plot under
the Large Agricultural Land Plot Extension System was 26.36 rai. The average yield was 481.82
kg/rai. The average production cost was 3,716.16 baht per rai. 77.27% of them sold their yields to
agricultural cooperatives. 3) Farmers were exposed to news and information via personnel media
the most. Their exposure to information via government officials and president/ group director was
at the highest level (mean 4.50). They were supported for cost reduction at a high level(mean3.65).
They needed for receiving the support of marketing linkage at a high level(mean3.83). 4) In terms of
the group performance, all farmers viewed and considered all aspects of operation in terms of group
management, member learning/development, marketing and funding for Farmers Group. 5) Opinions
towards the strength of Farmers Group indicated that Farmers Group was strong in terms of director/
member (mean3.83) and performance evaluation (mean 3.79), which were at high level, meanwhile rice
production under Large Agricultural Land Plot Extension System was at a moderate level (mean2.95).
6) Farmers had problems in marketing at a moderate level (mean2.30). They needed for linking with
the market and maximizing distribution channels.

Keywords: Strength of Farmers Group, Large Agricultural L and Plot Extension System, Nakhon
Ratchasima
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