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ABSTRACT: This research aimed to study the production management, costs and returns of cricket farming, and marketing
channels of cricket products in Khon Kaen, Kalasin, and Maha Sarakham Provinces. The data was collected from 60 cricket
farmers divided into two groups: 1) 32 cricket farmers using commercial chicken feed as the main source of feeding (Type 1),
and 28 cricket farmers using commercial chicken feed and vegetables as the main sources of feeding (Type 2); and 9 sellers
who bought the crickets directly from the farmers. The results of the study found that most of the farmers preferred to breed
common crickets (Gryllus bimaculatus De Geer). According to the cricket production, the study found that cricket farming
would have high yields in the summer period (May-July) because of good weather conditions. According to the cost of
production, the study found that the total cost of production for Type 1 cricket farming was 94.1 baht per kilogram. The cricket
farmers received 25.9 baht per kilogram in profit. The return over the cash cost per kilogram was 53.83 baht. The total cost of
production for Type 2 cricket farming was 73.0 baht per kilogram; and the farmers received the profit per kilogram of around
51.00 baht, and the return over the cash cost per kilogram was 75.44 baht. When testing for significant differences between
Type 1 and Type 2 on the average total cost of cricket production, we found that there were significant differences in statistics
between the two groups (P < 0.05).
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Table 2 Total cost and return for cricket production (Unit: Baht/kg)

Type 1 Type 2
ltems
Cash Non cash Total %  Cash Non cash Total %

Costs

Variable Costs 66.09 21.64 87.74 93.24 4844 2049 68.93 9443
Complete chicken feed 36.15 - 36.15 38.42 23.58 - 23.58 32.30
Egg cartons 23.54 - 23.54 25.02 18.80 - 18.80 25.75
Vegetable 1.13 2.24 3.37 3.58 0.51 3.97 448 6.14
Cricket eggs 3.02 - 3.02 320 357 - 3.57 4.89
Rice hush 0.93 - 093 0.99 0.91 - 091 1.25
Water 0.55 - 055 059 0.72 - 0.72 0.99
Electricity 0.37 - 0.37 039 047 - 047 0.65
Ant chalk 0.23 - 023 025 025 - 025 0.33
Petrol for transportation 017 - 0.17 0.18 0.08 - 0.08 0.1
Labour 11.07  11.07 11.77 - 9.59 9.59 13.14
Opportunity cost 8.33 8.33 8.85 - 6.49 6.49 8.89
Fixed Costs 0.08 6.28 6.36 6.76 0.12 395 407 557
Interest 0.05 - 0.05 0.06 0.08 - 0.08 0.10
Land tax 0.01 - 0.01 0.01 0.01 - 0.01 0.02
Depreciation of farm 3.84 3.84 4.09 - 2.35 235 3.22
Depreciation of concrete block pen 0.04 0.04 0.05 - 0.04 0.04 0.06
Depreciation of materials 1.05 1.05 112 - 0.63 0.63 0.86
Opportunity cost 0.02 1.34 136 145 0.03 0.93 0.96 1.31
Total Costs 66.17 27.93 94.10 100.00 48.56 24.44 73.00 100.00
Returns

Selling price (Baht/kg) 120 124

Net Profit (Baht/kg) 25.90 51.00

return over the cash cost (Baht/kg) 53.83 75.44

Source: Survey May-July 2013
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Table 3 Total cost and mean difference of cricket production between type 1 and type 2 (Unit: Baht/kg)

Total cost

ltems
Type 1

Type 2 P-value Two-tail significance

Cricket production (Baht/Kg) 94.10

73.00 0.034 *

Note: *p<0.1, **p<0.05, ***p<0.01
Source: Survey May-July 2013
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